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SPEECHE 5, 
Ec. 


Mr. Enzxinz's Speech on the Part of the Proſecution. 


© GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, 
of 


« FF*'HE 
the record 


, which is put upon 
againft the printer of this publi- 
cation is not an accuſation of the ſervants of the 
crown, but comes before you ſanctioned by the oaths 
jury „ 

enn 


ppear to conſtitute a full ſpecial 
it my duty to withdraw. the cauſe 
could have the ity which 
to me of y myſelf to you, who 
were originally appointed to try it. I purſued this 
| courſe, however, from no jealouſy of the common 
juries appointed by the laws for the ordinary ſervice 
of the court, ſince my whole life has been one cun- 
anued experience of their virtues ; but becauſe I 
thought it of great 3 

_” to 


13 OY 
ben trial, Uf 


men capa from their educations ng 
enli d j , but that their fituations 


ving the honour, Gentlemen, to be 
king as one of his E 3 


valuable principles for which I have uniformly con- 

_ Nothing that I 

ever either profeffionally or perſonally, 

| for the liberty of the preſs, do 1 mean to-day to 
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Gentlemen 
AE CLIT 
I roſe from reading of 
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of books which are f 
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de entitled to reply to any defence that ſhall be made 
for the publication. I ſhall wait with patience till 
I hear it. Indeed, if I were to anticipate the de- 
ſence which | hear and read of, it would be 
by tion the learned counſel who is to make 
it. For if I am to collect it, even from a formal 
notice given to the proſecutors in the courſe of the 
proceedings, I have to expect, that, inſtead of a 
defence conducted according to the rules and prin- 
22 Engliſh law and juſtice, the foundation of 

our laws, and the ſanctions of all our juſtice, 
are to be ſtruck at and infulted. What is the force 
of that juriſdiction which enables the court to fit in 


judgment ? What but the oath un 
as well as yourſelves, have ſworn upon 8 
to falfil? Yet in the king's court, "Ewe Wl 

Lo Ado. ay tro to adminiſter the juſtice 
the king's court—who receives his 
. olemn oath to maintain the 
Chriſtian religion, as it is promulgated by God in 


the Holy Scriptures, I am nevertheleſs called upon 
as counſel for the to a certain 


* 


| book deſcribed in the indictment to be the Holy 
Bible. No man deſerves to be 


upon the rolls of the 
court, who dares, as an attorney, to put his name 
to ſuch a notice. It is an inſult to the authority and 
dignity of the court of which he is an officer; fince 
it ſeems to call in queſtion the very foundations of 
its juriſdiction. If this is to be the ſpirit and tem- 
per of the defence ; if, as I collect from that array 
the benches behind 
me, this publication 1s to be vindicated by an attack 
of all the truths which the Chriſtian religion pro- 
mulgates to mankind, let it be remembered that 
an argument was neither ſuggeſted nor juſtified 
by any thing faid by me on the part of the 
tion. In this flu ge of the proceedings, I ſhall call for 
reverence to the facred Scriptures, not from their 
merits, unbounded as they are, but from their au- 


1 
in a Chriſtian from the obli 
. —_— —— 
my own part, Gentlemen, I have been ever das 
devoted to the truths of Chriſtianity ; and my firm 
belief in the Holy Goſpel is by no means owing 
the * (t 1 was religi - 
ouſly educated by the beſt of parents), but ariſes 
from the fulleſt and moſt continued reflections of 
ing. It forms at this 


1 
too long and too uni 


rather as a ſnare than as a bleſſ- 
ing. Much, however, as I with to ſupport the au- 
4 from a reaſoned conſideration 
it, I ſhall repreſs that ſubject for the 
if the deſence ſhall be as I have ſuſpected, to 
i i or queſtion, I ſhall 
only to the court, 


amined, Wm 


Ris J am well aware that by the communications 


of a free preſs, 
to age, have been diſſipated and diſpelled 


all the errors of mankind, from age 


to 
at this mo- 


ment, ſhedding the bleſſings of humanity and ſei- 
© rations of ts. an. It may be 


aſked, 
been effected, if the books of the reformers had 


been ſuppreſſed, and the errors of condemned and 


ſuperſtitions had been ſupported as unquef- 


perſtitions formerly, as it is at preſent upon the doc- 


to 


or any man) only as the aaf which the 


which is reviled without being ex- 


and I re- 
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what means the reformation would have 


expl | 
tionable by the ſtate, founded upon thoſe very ſu- 


trines 


* n—_ ww —- _ ww ww * 


can in future be effi cted? The ſolution is cafy > 


neee - * BY _ 


C-#-3 
trines of the eſtabliſhed church? Or how, upon 
inciples, any reformation, civil or religious, 


LE » 


pon their exiſtence, but to confi- 


(8) 


religions have been eſtabliſhed. The fame princi- 

which vindicate civil contentions honeftly di- 
rected, extend their protection to the con- | 
troverſies on religious faiths. This rational and le!“ 
rſe of improvement was ized and 
by Lord Kenyon, as the law of 4 
a late trial at Guildhall, when he looked back with 
nude to 2 


every 


expoſe its defects; or will any ſuffer, or 
will public juſtice be impeded, becauſe neither pri- 
r 3 
endure my telling my very learned friend, that be 

4 was, 


(9) 
was a feal, a liar, and a ſcoundrel, in the face of 
the court, becauſe I differed from him in argument 
or opinion? This is juſt the diſtinction between a 
book of free legal controverſy and the book which L 


am arraigning before you. Every man has a Jegal 
right to inveſtigate, with modeſty and con- 


troverſial points of the Chriſtian religion; but no 
man, conſiſtently with a law, which only exiſts un- 
der its ſanctions, has a right not only broadly to 
deny its very exiſtence, but td pour forth a ſhock- 
ing and infulting invective, which the loweſt 
bliſhments in the gradations of civil authority 
not to be permitted to ſuffer, and which ſoon woald 
c 

The ſame pri 


of the law, noe ain 17A obj 1245 
its daily and moſt applauded practice. The inter- 
courſe between the ſexes, and which, properly regu- 
lated, not only continues, but humanizes and adorns 
our natures, is the foundation of all the thouſand 
romances, plays, and novels, which are in the hands 
bags $- 2 _— —_— 
with the ſame proſeſſion, addreſs the imagination in 
a manner to lead the paſſions into dangerous exceſſes. 
But though the law does not nicely diſcriminate the 
=_ another, fo as that it ſuffers many to paſs, through 
| its liberal ſpirit, that upon principle might be ſup- 
prefied, would it or does it tolerate, or does any 
decent man contend that it ought to paſs by unpu- 
niſhed, libels of the moſt ſhameleſs obſenity, mani- 
- | felily pointed to debauch innocence, and to blaſt 
B+. | and poiſon the morals of the rifing generation ? This 
| is only another illuftration to demonſtrate the ob- 
. vious diſtinction between the work of an author, 
* who fairly exerciſes the powers of his mind, in in- 
2 veltigating doctrinal points in the religion of any 
. nts B country, 


1 


tionally vindicate the publication of fuch a book, in 
a country where the Chriſtian is the very 
foundation of the law of the land, I am totally at a 
loſs to conceive, and have no ideas for the diſcuſhon 
of. How is a tribunal, whoſe whole juriſdiction is 
upon the ſolemn belicf and pradtice of what 


nciple is it even offered to the court, whoſe au- 
is contemned and mocked at? If the religion 


IV 
an 8 


by am I now, or 


dure upon the fame cath of every one of is 
as GoD SHALL HELP THEM 


to decree with juſtice ; who has 
laid to witneſſes, nat by the voice of nature, but in 
revealed commandments—THOU SHALT NOT BEAR 
| FALSE TESTIMONY AGAINST THY NEIGHBOUR ; 

who has enforced obedience to them by the revela- 

tion of the unutterable bleſſings which ſhall attend 
their obſervance, and the awful puniſhments which 
ſhall await upon their — But it ſeems, 
1 this 
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this is an age of reaſon, and the time and the perſon 
are at laſt arrived, that are to diffipate the errors 
which have overſpread the paſt generations of be 
rance. N ianity are many, but 
it to the few E 
credulity. Belief is an act of reaton, and ſuperior 
reaſon may, therefore, dictate to the weak. In run- 
ning the mind along the long lift of fincere and de- 
vout Chriſtians, I cannot help lamenting, that New- 
ton had not lived to this day, to have had his ſhal- 
eren But 
is too awful for irony, I will ſpeak 
Eee. and diredily. Newton was a Chriſtan! 
ewton, whoſe mind burſt forth from the fetters caſt 
by nature our finite conceptions—Newton, 
Lei am 
13 was philoſopby—not thoſe viſion- 
umptions, which too often 

8 but philoſophy reſting upon the 
daſis of mathematics, which, like figures, cannot 
lie —Newton, who carried the line and rule to the 
r and the 


8 and exifis. But this ext 
man, 5 in the mighty reach of his mind, 
perhaps, the errors, which a minuter inveſti 
of the created things on this carth might have — 


be fad of the great Mr. Boyle, who looked into the 
organic ſtructure of all — even to the brute 

inanimate ſubſtances which the foot treads on? 
Such a man may be ſuppoſed to have been equally 


qualified with Mr. Paine to look up donald mad nature 


to nature's God. Yet the reſult of all his contem- 
plation was the moſt confirmed and devout belief 1 in 
all which the other holds in contempt, as ble 
and di ivelling ſuperſtition.— But this error might, 
perhaps, a: ariſe from a want of due attention to the 


by which, no doubt, all created matter is 


him, of the eſſence of his Creator. What ſhall then 
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( 13 ) = 
foundations of human judgment, and the ſtructure 
of that underfianding which God has given us for 
the inveſtigation of truth. —Let that queſtion be an- 
ſwered by Mr. Locke, who was, to the higheſt pitch 
of devotion and adoration, a Chriſt ian— Mr. Locke, 
whoſe office was to detect the errors of thinking, by 
going up to the fountains of t and to direct 
into the proper track of rea 
of man, by ſhewing him its whole 
the firſt 1 to the laſt concluſions 
of ratiocination, ing a rein befides upon falſe 
— rules for the conduct of human 
judgment. But theſe men were only deep thinkers, 
CONC CR IS 
of the world, and to laws w practically 
regulate mankind. 

Gentlemen! in the where we now fit to 
adminifter the juſtice of this great country, above a 
century ago, the never-to- be-forgotten Sir Matthew 
Hale prefided ; whole faith in Chriſtianity is an ex- 
alted commentary upon its truth and reaſon, and 
whoſe life was a glorious example of its fruits in 
man, adminiftering human juſtice with a wiſdom 
and purity drawn frem the pure fountain of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, which has been, and will be, 
in all ages, a ſubject of the higheft reverence and 
admiration. But it is faid by the author, that the 
Chriftian fable is but the tale of the more ancient 
ſuperſtitions of the world, and may be caſily de- 
tected by a underftanding of the 
of the Heathens. Did Milton underſiand thoſe 
mythologies? Was he leſs verſed than Mr. Paine in 


ſoning, the devious mind 
from 


the ſuperſtitions of the world? No, they were the 
ſubject of his immortal ſong ; and t ſhut out 
from all recurrence to them, he them forth 


from the fiores of a memory rich with all that man 
ever knew, and laid them in their order as the il 


luftration of that real and exalted faith, the unqueſ- 


2 


149 
tionable ſource of that fervid genius, which caſt a 
fort of ſhade upon all the other works of man 


'd the bounds of flaming 
we r. 
He faw, ti blaſted with excels of light, 
„— 7 CLE C8. 
But it was the of the zody only that was 
————_ The celeſtial light ſhone inward, 
and enabled him to juſtify the ways of God to man.” 
The reſult of his thinking was neverthelcts not the 
ſame as the author's. The m incarnation of 
our blefſed Saviour (which this work blafj in 
words ſo wholly unfit for the mouth of a Chriſtian, 
or for the car of a court of juſtice, that I dare not, 
and will not, give them utterance) Milton made the 
conclufion of the Paradye Loft, 2 


12 
With earth's wide bounds, his glory with the heav'ns. 


c The immortal poet having thus put into the 
I the and ee a0 


mouth of the ange 
tion, follows it with that folemn and beautiful 
monition, addreſſed in the Poem to our great firſt 
but intended as an addreſs to * poſterity 
through all generations: 
This having learn'd, thou haſt attain'd the ſum 
Of wiſdom ; hope no higher, to all the ſtars 


; 
8 


78525 
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„Thus you find all that is great, or wiſe, or ſpleri- 
did, or illuftrious, amongſt created beings; all the 
minds gifted ordinary nature, if not ini 
dy its univerſal Author for the advancement and dig- 

nity of the world, though divided by diſtant ages, 
and by claſhing opinions, diſtinguiſhing them 
from one another, yet joining as it were in one 
ſublime chorus, to celebrate the truths of Chriſtianity, 
and laying upon its holy altars the never-fading 
offerings of their immortal wiſdom. 

«© Againſt all this concurring tefiimony, we find 
ſuddenly, from the author of this book, that the 
Bible teaches nothing but © lies, obſcenity, cruelty, 
and injuſtice.” Has he ever read our Saviour's 

ſermon on the Mount, in which the _ 
_ ples of our faith and duty arc fummed up ?—Let us 
all but read and practiſe it; and lies, obſcenity, 
cruelty, and injuſtice, and all human 
will be baniſhed from the world! 

* Gentlemen! there is but one conſideration more, 
which I cannot bly omit, becauſe I confeſs it 
aftects me very y. The author of this book 
has written largely on public liberty and govern- 
ment; and this laſt performance has, on that ac- 
tount, been more widely circulated, and principally 
among thoſe who attached themſelves from principle 
to his former works. This circumſtance renders a 
public attack upon all revealed religion from ſuch a 
_ writer infinitely more The religious and 

moral tenſe of the people of Great Britain, is the 
— anchor which alone can hold the veſſel of the 
e amidſt the ſtorms which agitate the world; and 


if I could believe for a moment, that the maſs of 
m 
CO which forms the true baſis of that 
charity, and benevolence, that has been 
— *. — characteriſtic, inftead of mixing 

as I ſometimes have done, in political refor- | 
mations, I would rather retire to = uttermoſt 


Corners 


( 16 ) 


corners of the earth, to avoid their agitation ; and 
would bear, not only the imperſections and abuſes 
complained of in our own wife eſtabliſhment, but 
even the worſt government that ever exiſted in the 
world, rather than go to the work of reformation 
with a multitude ſet free from all the charities of 
Chriſtianity, who had no ſente of God's exiſtence, 
but from Mr. Paine's obſervation of nature, which 
the maſs of mankind have no leiſure to contemplate; 
nor any belief of future rewards and puniſhments, 
to animate the good in the glorious purſuit of 
human happineſs, nor to deter the wicked from de- 
ſtroying it even in its birth. But I know the people 
of England better They are a religious people, 
and, with the bleſſing of God, as far as it is in my 
power, | will lend my aid to keep them fo. I have 
no objections to the freeſt and moſt extended dif 
— upon doctrinal points of the Chriſtian reli- 
Ay 4" though the law of England does not permit 
I 
againſt the exittence of Chriſtianity elf, becauſe, 
as was faid by its divine Author, if it is of God it 
will ſtand. An intellectual book, however erro- 


nd and complicated a ſubject, can never 


lated to rep Such works. will only employ the 
minds of men enlightened by ſtudy, to a deeper 
inveſtigation of a tu well worthy of their 
and continued contemplation. The powers 
of the mind are given for human improvement in 
the progreſs of human exiſtence. The changes pro- 
duced by ſuch reciprocations of lights and intell 
gences are Certain in their progreſſions, an l make 
their way imperceptibly, as comes u 

the world, by the final and irrefiſtible power of 
truth. If Chriſtianity 
us become Deiſts in this manner.and I am contented. 
But this book has no ſuch object, and no ſuch 


capacity: 


not dread the reaſoned arguments of Deiſts 


neous, addreſſed to the intellectual world upon ſo 


work the miſchief which this indictment is calcu- 
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be founded in falſchood, let 


” yr — 


[© 


| lions, even in our owndays, have liberty and 
| corners of the earth? 


dim, or flaves to 
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acity: i preſents to arguments to 
. On the contrary, it treats 
add opinions of the wiſeſt with the moſt 
contempt, and ftirs up men, without the 
of learning, or ſober thinking, to a total | 
vf every thing hitherto held facred; and conſe- 
quently to a ion of all the laws and ordinances 
of the ſtate, 'w 


iſe and 
the faith 


naw civil liberties of the 
det os Chrifti 
and „ ˙ former ages 
been re· aſſertedꝰ By what zeal,” but the warm zeal 
of devout Chriſtians, have Engliſh liberties been 
redeemed and conſecrated ? Under what other ſanc- 


to the uttermoſt 
work of cirilization, 
what commonwealth of has this bald 
religion of nature ever eſtabliſhed? We ſee, on 
the contrary, the nations that have no other light 
than that of nature to direct them, funk in | 
; Wil, 
career of the 


neſs been extending and 


r 


1 2 * but — 
kveral duties in our allotted fintions, we are ſure 
that we are fulfilling the purpoſes of our exiflence. 

You, | raft, will tulfil yours this day !” = 
A Mr. Flemin g, one of the clerks of the Bank, — 
he only witneſs called on the part of the proſecution. 
He taid, he purchaſed the book in queſtion, of the 
deudant, at bis op, on the 7th of February laſt. 
— The 


—— and m 


then he book had 
been written innocently, he might infer, as a general 
propofition, that it was allo publithed with an inno- 
cent intention. At the ſame time he admitted, that 
what was fo written, | 
licions motive, for which the pablifher would be 


amenable to the laws of his country. The lcarned _ 


counſel next ed ſeveral paſſages from this per- 

formance, to that the author felt the moſt 

ad reverence and veneration for the Supreme 

ing, and denied the truth of revelation only be- 

cauſe he could not reconcile it to the character and 

attributes of the Deity. It was fiatcd in that publi- 
9 
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maoſt forcibly and deeply into the evidences of 


reaſon of their introduction into the ſacred writings. 
The hiftory of man, he ſaid, was the hifiory of man's 
_ vices and which could not be cenfured 
without adverting to their exiſtence ; and many ot 


corded as memorable warnings and examples for 
infiruction of mankind. Mr. E. next entered 


Chriſtianity, particularly thoſe that were founded 


on that ſtupendous ſcheme of prophecy, which 
formed one of the moſt unanſwerable a for 


the truth of the Chriſtian religion. lt was not,” 
he ſaid, < the purpoſe of God to deſtroy free agency 
by overpowering the human mind with the irrefiſtible 
* light and conviction of revelation, but to leave men 
to collect its truths, as they were gradually illuſtrated 
In the accom 
Goſpel. Bred as he was to the conſideration of evi- 
dence, he declared he confidered the 
— Nr — 


elſe to ſupport Chriſtianity, abſolutelx 

1 The diviſion of. the Jews into tribes, to 
meet of Chriſt, the diſtinction of 

E adah, from which he was to come; the 


22 diſtinction when r 


the predicted departure of the ſceptre 
of Flom, 


the deſtruction of the temple of 
prophecy ; the diſperionof thi 


ofthe t the world ; the 
of its true minifiers, and the foretold ſuperſtitions 
which for ages bad defiled its worſhip—theſe were 
topics upon which Mr. Erſkine expatiated with great 

eloquence, and produced a moſt powerful effect on 
every part of the audience. He concluded with a 
vindication of the authors of this tion. He 
faid, they were men of the higheſt character and 


. Many ot — 


on 


the inflances that had beep referred to, were re- I 


the divine promiſes of the | | 
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22 been uttered. Who commenced this pro- 


of gentlemen infiituted for the moſt im 
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181 
were charged with the offices of religion ; others of 
them were clothed with the robes of magiſtracy: 
moti of them were men of deep learning and think- 
ing; and all of them juſily entitled to the thanks of 
. the cauſe of 


the 
religion and virtue. 


LORD KENYON's CHARGE. 


© GENTLEMEN OP THE JURY, - 


« BEING now in of all the facts of this 
caſe, and convinced, in my oon mind, what con- 
clufion ought ts de Gave fac nk I am not ſure, 
that it is neceffary to ſay any thing at all to you upon 
the ſubject. Gentlemen, before you proceed to de- 
cide on the merits of this or any other cauſe, it is 
to ſee whether the parties litigating ſtand in a 
ir light before you. I was — hurt when 
the learned counſel for the defendant 1 fit to 
ſtatetoyou, withvery confiderableemphaſis, andavery 
determined tone of voice, that this was a ſcandalous 
] cannot help withing that ſentence 


ion I certainly know not. But from what fell 
he very learned counſel who has jſt fat down, 
I am inclined to ſuppoſe it from a 


— 


the morals of the people; a 


for 


purpolcs, 
r and laymen of the 


— 124 character in the who, 
Ii w the country is overrun profligacy 
and wickedneſs, which Ds eG 
defiance of the law of the land, were determined to 
ſee whether, in the firſt place, by admanition and 
advice, they could not fiop the torrent of vice and 
immorality ; nd ſecondly, if that ſhould fail, to try 
what could be done by puniſhment. If people with 
the very beſt intentions carry on proſecutions that 


ns ee ts en my ani d pigs 


tanctiſy the means. But the manner in which this 
on has been conducted, is certainly not op- 
preffive ; for inficad of proceeding in the more ex- 
penſive mode, the proſecutors went before a grand 
jury of the country: and it was neceftary to oh- 
tain the opinion of that grand jury before the 
y could be put in procets.—Gentlemen ! we fit 
in a Chriſtian aſſemhiv to admiĩiniſter the laws 
of the land, and I am to take my knowledge of what 

the law is from that which has det n ſanctioned by a 
ee. I am bound to ſtate 
to you what my ors in Mr.'Woolſton's cafe 
(2 Strange, 834) ſtated half a century ago in this 

court, of which Im an humble member, 

that the Chriſtian is part of the law of the 
land. Chriſtianity from its earlicſi. inſtitution met 
with its Its were ſoon 
called upon to publiſh their apelogics for the doc- 
_ trines they had embraced. In what manner they 
did that, and whether they had the advantage of 
their adverſaries, or funk under the ſaperiority of 
their arguments, mankind for near two thouſand 
us have had an opportunity of judging. They 
ſeen what Julian, Juſtin Martyr, and other 
apologiſts have written, and have been of opinion 
the | way in favour of thoſe very publica- 
tions. The world has been lately favoured with 
another apology from a moſt 4 and reſpectable 
prelate, who calls his work an Apology for the 
Chriftian Religion. I ſhall not decide between the 
ments of the one-and the other. The publications 
themſelves arc in the hands of the world; and I fin- 
with, in the concluding language of the work 
I have juſt referred | (I do not affect to uſe 
vie went 1 fincerely with that the author of 
+ Ar AEN of that 
_ faith in revealed which he has fo grofely 
defamed, and may be enabled to make his peace 
with God for that diſorder which he has cadeavoured 
: to 


EPghts; and know! 
150 they un u tor qaated ths hes wonks cane 


hen he would impart 


a farther revelation of his will 
to mankind. Though they walked as it were 


| a cloud, r arr : 
almoſt ſee God face to face. This coniica of | 


taught in my carly years to believe, and_ 
which the hour of reflection and inquiry, inflead of 
producing any doubt, has fully confirmed me in. 1 
expected the learned counſel for the-defendant would 
have differed the caſe of the publiſher from that of 
the author of this work; that he would have en- 
:deavoured to convince you that whatever guilt might 
to the author, nothing was imputable to the 
publi He has, however, to my utter ſurpriſe, 
exactly reverted the cafe. He telts you it was gti · 
ginally publiſhed at Pans in 1794 ; 28 
of the author's friends were wounded by this work, 
which I call a nefarious publication, and that it was 
in a great meaſure forgotten; and you arc now 
called upon to judge of the merits or demcrits of the 
publiſher, who has brought forth a ſtill· born work, 
forgotten by every body, till he ventured, in defianee 
of the verdicts of mankind on the author's political 
works, to ſend it forth among the inhabitants of this 
country. Unlefs it was for the moſt malignant pur- 
Poſes, I cannot cuucciv®* how it was publiſhed. It 
1s however fur you to judge fs, eats do juſtice 
between the public and defendant.” 
The Jury mftantly found the Defendant —Guilty. 
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